Knodle & Jones – Post-Cairo Policy article

Central argument -  “…in many developing countries and regions the concern should be to raise enrollment ratios and the quality of schooling for all children, and that in most developing countries a specific gender focus is misplaced, or should be given only secondary priority relative to reducing socioeconomic inequality for both sexes” (698).

· Do you agree?  Are enrollment ratios and quality of schooling for all children better measures of progress?


· Authors write that “the gender gap in education appears to be in the process of closing everywhere” (684).  This statement seems amazing.  Are efforts to continue closing the gap still necessary?  Are resources being misplaced as a result?


· Does focus on socioeconomic issues dilute the efforts to achieve on MDG #2—“Ensure that all boys and girls complete a full course of primary schooling.”

ICRW article – A Second Look at the Role Education Plays in Women’s Empowerment
Major theme – “…must begin investing in girls’ and womens’ post-primary education…to achieve” MDG #3 – “Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education preferably by 2005, and at all levels by 2015”

· Is there enough financial resources and political will to include post-primary education?

· Malhotra, et al, emphasize this point, as well.  Taking into account limited resources in female education and empowerment programs, should this be the emphasis, or should lessening patriarchal structures and providing enabling conditions be the focus?  

Herz & Sperling – What Works in Girls Education
· In chapter five – “The central policy question has moved beyond what works o educate girls and should now focus on how to build support for and provide affordable, quality education” (75).

· What role will leadership and political will play?

· How is assessing individual performance in education and producing program outcomes a help or hindrance toward this effort?

· If poor countries currently funds education at $1.4b but $5-10b is needed, how will this effort achieve financial sustainability?

· What some unintended consequences (if at all) of educating girls and women?

· For example, do divorce rates rise…are women faced with double and triple day obligations…does population decrease too much…is their role confusion/tension?


· Other discussion topics…

· Rural vs. Urban constraints for educating girls and women

· Education is shown to reduce genital cutting/mutilation

· Is employment keeping pace with a rise in education levels…with a rise in expectations

Malhotra, Pande, & Grown – Impact of Investments in Female Education of Gender Equality 

“…the gendered division of labor is such a strong driving force for women’s roles and position within the family that factors such as education make almost no difference.”

“At the same time, changing entrenched patriarchal structures presents a tall order.  Since the studies on these issues have been conducted largely by academics, the emphasis thus far has been on specifying that the contextual differences are important, rather than on delineating which aspects of patriarchal structures are amenable to policy or programmatic interventions.”

· The authors suggest targeting other key actors in society in order to address policy and programmatic interventions.  Is this enough?  In what ways can programs or policies change societal structures?  How can governments and NGOs make in impact in both female education and in changing patriarchal structures?
· If the focus should be on changing norms and structures, what role do outside organizations and governments have in impacting education for women and girls?  Should they have a role?

“For policymakers, this suggests that investments in education often need to be accompanied by investments in improving the enabling conditions…”
Enabling conditions include providing readily available health-services and providing adequate job creation to match the skills imparted by schooling, as examples.

· If education does not have much of an impact without enabling conditions present in society, should education programs, then, expand to also provide economic options, social support systems, and health care options?  How can education programs ensure that they are having an impact on female empowerment?

Girls Can Do It!  18 Low-Cost Strategies to Assist Girls to Enroll, Stay, and Excel in School – The Republic of Uganda, Ministry of Education and Sports


“…the schools that struggled to support and improve the education of their girls inadvertently raised the standard of education for all children, girls and boys.”

· Looking at the 18 ways to improve girls’ education, is this surprising?

· Are these 18 ways also means to, not only socialize girls on female empowerment, but also boys?  What effect do you think this program has on the boys?
· The Ministry feels that this program has the potential to be quite successful in empowering girls through education.  Keeping Malhotra, et al, and ICRW in mind, should governments (like Uganda) focus on empowerment at the primary or secondary level? 

