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Central Arguments to Make In a Proposal

1. What do we need to better understand your topic?

2. What do we know little about in terms your topic?

3. What do you propose to study?

4. What are the setting and the people that you will study?

5. What methods do you plan to use to provide data?

6. How will you analyze your data?

7. How will you validate your findings?

8. What ethical considerations will your study present?

9. What do preliminary results show about the practicability and value of the proposed study?

The article contains four outline formats for qualitative constructivist/interpretivist, qualitative advocacy/participatory, quantitative, and mixed methods proposals.  These may prove helpful to students as they begin to organize ideas for their own research.  

Key ethical issues of data collection

- Do not put participants at risk and respect vulnerable populations

- Develop a consent form for participants

- Be cognizant of the impact qualitative research (your presence) has on a

research site. Work to minimize disruption. 

Key ethical issues of writing and disseminating research

- Do not use language or words that are biased against persons because of gender, sexual orientation, racial or ethnic group, disability or age. 

- Be sensitive to labels (i.e. instead of “Hispanic,” be specific: “Mexican, Spaniards, Puerto Ricans”) 

- Acknowledge participants in a study (i.e. instead of “subject,” use the word “participant”)

