Notes on A Framework for Design by Robert Creswell.  
Objective: To provide a practical basis for philosophical ideas underlying research.  

Discusses three types of approaches to research: 

1. Quantitative (long-standing)

Strategy: experiments, surveys
2. Qualitative (developed in past 30-40 years)

Strategy:  ethnographies, grounded theories (drawing theory from participant views), case studies, phenomenological research (eliciting the essence of human experiences), narrative research 
3. Mixed Methods Approach (still in formation)

Since errors may be present in any one approach, by using multiple methods one is thought to cancel any biases.  

Strategy:  employing the above methods in sequential, concurrent, and transformative procedures
Considerations when thinking about these methods:

· philosophical assumptions about knowledge claims

· general research procedures called strategies of inquiry

· data collection, analysis, and writing procedures called methods

Developments in the past ten years that have led to the inclusion of a mixed methods approach: 
· Mixed methods began being used in social and human sciences

· Different philosophical ideas about research have emerged, including advocacy/participatory, critical, and pragmatic perspectives

· Studies are no longer quantitative OR qualitative, but often include elements of both

Central Questions to consider when designing research (developed from Crotty):
1. What knowledge claims are being made by the researcher?
2. What strategies will inform the procedures?
3. What methods of data collection will be used?

Four theories of knowledge claims (‘how’ and ‘what’ will be learned):

a. Postpositivism: Sometimes called “the scientific method” or “science” research, quantitative research, empirical science.  

Acknowledges that we cannot be certain of knowledge, thus assesses factors that influence outcomes.  Based on understanding objective reality, thus begins with a theory of the world, collects data to support or refute the theory, then revises the theory. 
b. Constructivism
Knowledge is constructed by capturing the full range of experiences, so researchers should allow flexibility for capturing varied viewpoints, such as through open-ended questions.  Experiences depend on context, so the contexts of the participants must be understood, in addition to that of the researcher to further understand their interpretation.
c. Advocacy/Participatory
Arose in 1980-90s amongst researchers who felt that the scientific method didn’t suffice for marginalized groups of people and social justice topics.  Research should instead be intertwined with a political agenda.  Focuses on removing constraints found in media, social structures, power relationships, etc.  
d. Pragmatism

Focused on ‘what works’, not a particular method.  
How to Choose a Method
· Match problem with approach:  If data is readily available, quantitative methods are appropriate.  If little research has been done, qualitative methods may be necessary.  

· Consider your experiences.   Previous research experiences will likely determine what one is able to undertake.  
