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· The collections of essays attempt to demonstrate a semiotic concept of culture.  The analysis of cultures is not an experimental science in search of law but an interpretive one in search of meaning.  An explication.

· Object of ethnography: a stratified hierarchy of meaningful structures– the difference between “thin description” – what you can observe and “thick description” – the meaning behind the action. (ex. A twitch and a wink can look exactly the same, but have completely different intents)

· If you want to understand what a science is, you should look at what the practitioners of it do – that is ethnography.  Which can be defined by the type of intellectual effort it is – “thick description” “thick” – how deep the meaning is…that what we call our data are really our own constructions of other people’s constructions of what they and their counterparts are doing.

· Ethnography is “thick description”.  Doing ethnography is like trying to read a manuscript – foreign, faded, full of ellipse and incoherencies, but written not in conventionalized graphs of sound but in transient examples of shaped behavior. 

· Finding our feet, an unnerving business which never more than distantly succeeds, is what ethnographic research consists of as a personal experience – trying to formulate the basis on which one imagines.  The aim of anthropology is the enlargement of the universe of human discourse.
Culture is not a power – something to which social events, behaviors, institutions or processes can be causally attributed – it is a context, something within which they can be intelligibly – that is thickly – described. 

· We begin with our own interpretations of what our informants are up to, or think they are up to and then systemize those.  Anthropological writings are second and third order interpretations – only a “native” makes first order ones.  They are thus fictions – something made or fashioned.  Behavior must be attended to and with some exactness, because it is through the flow of behavior – or more precisely, social action-that cultural forms find articulation. 

3 characteristics of ethnographic description: 

· It is interpretive

· Interpretation consists of taking the “said” and changing it into things that can be studied

· microscopic – believes everything is done on a small scale

Theory

· Cultural interpretation makes developing theories challenging

· We don’t want to develop theories that are too “out there” from what we’re used to

· Cultural theory is not predictive – all theories are related to events that happened in the past

Cultural Analysis is incomplete

· There is a constant danger that it will lose touch with issues of economics, politics, etc.

