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Shapiro and Johnson disagree with the assessment in The Black-Write Test Score Gap that educational equality would greatly effect racial equality, since evidence indicates that whites and blacks with similar educational backgrounds and employment earnings having vastly different assets.  This article describes the impact that these assets have on the educational outcomes for their children, and the impact of these differing financial opportunities.  
Some points: 

· Families pass advantages or disadvantages to their children through assets or lack of assets.  Family wealth institutionalizes inequality and privilege, referred to as  “sedimenting inequality into the social structure.”

· Non-merit assets (not earned – e.g. monetary wedding gifts, family assistance with downpayment on house) define available opportunities.
· School choice is a primary mode of greater educational opportunity

· White households avoid “minority” schols (1985).


Study Details:  

· Interviewed subjects in Boston, St. Louis, Los Angeles

· 232 parents of school-age children in 182 black and white families interviewed for 1-3 hours each

· Questions about assets, income, decision-making about where they live and send their kids to school.  

· Subjects chosen through ‘snowball sampling method’ (?) evenly distributed across poor, working class, middle  class, and upper middle class

· Interviews transcribed and coded using NUD*IST qualitative analysis software

Study Findings:

· Race, class, educational opportunities within a community are sometimes more important than homeownership
· Low-income families maneuver for greater educational opportunities (getting ahead of other low-income families on waiting lists) while higher income families hoard resources to pass opportunities 
· E.g. of hoarding: buy home for access to reputable schools, paying tuition for provate school

· “Transformative assets”: the use of assets to significantly alter a family’s capacity to educate their children – typically, inheritances.  
Proposed policy actions: 

· “Facilitate communities that are better integrated by both race and class.”  

· Advantages based on assets should be minimized.  
