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The interpretive case method 
The selection analyzed studies of gay rights/HIV/AIDS support groups, peace advocacy organizations, union workers, new immigrants. The authors do not believe that there is a final truth, which once arrived at provide incontrovertible insight. Instead they…

· Promote both immersion and observation from a distance

· Discuss 2 alternatives to traditional social science theories

1. Decide what to study, immerse oneself in empirical work, then search for theories that are inadequate.

2. Locate oneself in a particular theory, which generalizes principles at work

· Claim that neither method frees the researcher from bias that is why its important to ignore any one theory in an attempt to be more objective and unbiased
· Discuss merging grounded theory and postmodern theories

· Emphasize the need to know when to use which theory

· Explore ways to improve (reconstruct) theories rather than discredit them, so that we are not constantly focusing attention on developing new theories

· Focus on what theory fails to explain

Methodology provides the link between technique and theory.  

The Extended Case Method is a methodological response to criticism that participant observation: 

1. is incapable of generalization and is thus not a “real” science

-  case studies are inherently particular 

2. is inherently “micro” and a historical and is thus not “real” sociology

-  criticizes the level of analysis: confined to short-term in limited geographical space

This article evaluates the Extended Case Method through comparison to three other techniques: ethnomethodology, the interpretive case method, and grounded theory.  
Ethnomethodology:

· Explore the cognitive basis of social interactions; competencies, assumptions, and reflexivities of the parties
· Micro- in scope and relevant to particular situations 

Interpretive Case Method:

· Deriving meaning about macro environments from micro situations (e.g. Balinese cockfights provide info about social hierarchy)
Grounded Theory: 

· Draws theory from studying the widest range of cases possible

· Generalizations are drawn from comparisons

Extended Case Method: 

· Essentially, Interpretive Case Method over time
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Extended Case Method

Grounded Theory

Mode of
generalization
Explanation
Comparison

The meaning of
significance
Nature of totality

Object of analysis
Causality

Micro-macro

Social change

Reconstructing existing

theory

Genetic
/ Similar phenomena with
| a view to explaining dif-
\ ferences

Societal

Uniqueness is located in
a context external to it-
self, which elucidates so-
ciety

Situation

Indivisible connectedness
of elements

Macro foundations of a
microsociology

Social movements

Discovering new theory

Generic
/Unlike phenomena with

. a view to discovering

_similarities
Statistical

Abstraction from space
and time in a setting,
which facilitates generali-
zation to population of
cases

Variables

Linear relationship be-
tween variables

Micro foundations of a
macrosociology

Social engineering




Similar to Grounded Theory in its situational analysis: comparison table:
