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Overview:


This course is designed to provide you with structure and guidance towards completing one of your MA qualifying papers.  My expectation is that you will be writing a paper for publication in one of your field’s leading journals.  You will be required to complete assignments in a timely manner and provide feedback to colleagues in a timely and respectful manner (during class and through write-ups).  Assignments will be uniform for the first two weeks and then become individualized as you progress, after you have decided on your contract and goals for the quarter.  One group of you would like to finish your paper before the end of the quarter, in order to graduate.  This group must be done with their papers by May 23.  That gives you about eight weeks to finish.  I have assigned this group to be Wave 1.  I will allow two more waves of students (Wave 2 and Wave 3) who will finish their papers by the penultimate and final weeks, respectfully.  All assignments are due in my box by Monday noon before class on Tuesday (but it’s always better to get it to me by Friday afternoon in my mailbox or under my door).  
April 1:  Introductions and Group Assignments
April 8:  Aiming for an audience (creating and meeting expectations)
Wave 1: Propose an outline of your data analysis (presentation of data format –tables/text)
Wave 2 & 3: 
Revised introduction

Full and detailed outline of your paper

Proposed data/evidence to answer your research question
April 15:  Making Your Pitch
Wave 1 – Hand-in revised five-nine pages of your manuscript, including:

Abstract

Introduction

Literature Review/Background

Setting the Stage for Your Analysis and Data

FIRST DRAFT OF YOUR DATA TABLES/TEXT

Wave 2 & 3 – 
April 22:  Justifying Your Evidence (NO CLASS – BUT HAND IN MATERIAL)
Wave 1 –Data & Methods Section, including

Description of data and why it is valid, reliable, valuable, new, etc.

Description of measures

Methods of analysis

Completed tables or other forms of summarizing data

Wave 2 & 3 – Hand-in first five-nine pages of your manuscript, including:

Abstract

Introduction

Literature Review/Background

Setting the Stage for Your Analysis and Data

April 29:  Presentation of Data
Wave 1 – Hand-in revised 20 pages and next 5-9 pages of analysis of results, including filled in tables/summary presentations
Discussion on results

Wave 2 – Hand-in revised five-nine pages of your manuscript and next 5-9 pages of your Data & Methods Section, including

Description of data and why it is valid, reliable, valuable, new, etc.

Description of measures

Methods of analysis

Mock-up of tables or other forms of summarizing data

Wave 3 – Hand-in revised five-nine pages of your manuscript and next 5-9 pages of your Data & Methods Section, including

Description of data and why it is valid, reliable, valuable, new, etc.

May 6:  Pulling it Together
Wave 1 – Hand-in revised 25-30 pages and revised tables and next 5 pages of conclusions, including:

Restatement of research problem/question

Justification

Description of approach to answer question

Summary of results

Implication of results (scientific and policy)

Wave 2 – Hand-in revised 20 pages and next 5-9 pages of analysis of results, including filled in tables/summary presentations

Discussion of results

Wave 3 – Hand-in revised five-nine pages of your manuscript and next 5-9 pages of your Data & Methods Section, including

Description of data and why it is valid, reliable, valuable, new, etc.

Description of measures

Methods of analysis

Mock-up of tables or other forms of summarizing data

MAIS REQUIRES FULL DRAFT IS DUE TO YOUR COMMITTEE MEMBERS ON MAY 9 – but there is wiggle room.
May 13:  THE FINAL LAP
Wave 1 – Full Draft Due

Wave 2 – Hand-in revised 30 pages and revised tables and next 5 pages of conclusions, including:

Restatement of research problem/question

Justification

Description of approach to answer question

Summary of results

Implication of results (scientific and policy)

Wave 3 – Hand-in revised 20 pages and next 5-9 pages of analysis of results, including filled in tables/summary presentations

Discussion of results

May 20: THE FINISH LINE
Wave 1: Discussion of advisors reactions, plans for defense
Wave 2 – Full Draft Due

Wave 3 – Hand-in revised 30 pages and revised tables and next 5 pages of conclusions, including:

Restatement of research problem/question

Justification

Description of approach to answer question

Summary of results

Implication of results (scientific and policy)

May 23: Presentations for Defense
Wave 1: Defense Presentations

Wave 3: Full Draft Due
May 30: Presentations for Defense
Wave 2 & 3: Defense Presentations
