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SOC 590: Introduction to Qualitative Methods

Professor Sara R. Curran

Description

This course is designed to provide graduate students in the social sciences with a review of qualitative research methods, exposure to writings from the field, opportunities to try their hand at practicing fieldwork, and feedback on a proposed study that employs qualitative methods.   This course is the first of a three-course sequence and focuses more on theoretical approaches to various types of qualitative research and practical techniques of various methods.  There will be some emphasis on study design, case selection, and field notes.  There will be little attention to coding, analysis, writing and presenting findings.
   These elements of qualitative research can be learned about and practiced in the subsequent field methods courses.

Requirements
1. Read everything assigned and actively participate in classroom discussion. (20%)

2. Complete five short assignments on time. (45%)

3. Prepare a proposal to study a topic using qualitative methods.  (35%)

Texts

Required 
Emerson, Robert.  Contemporary Field Research: Perspectives and Formulations.  Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press.

Lofland, John, David Snow, Leon Anderson and Lyn Lofland.  2006.  Analyzing Social Settings.  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. 

Perecman, Ellen & Sara R. Curran (editors). 2006.  A Handbook for Social Science Field Research.  Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE.  

* All three texts are available for sale in the University Bookstore. Additional reading materials are available online in pdf format on the course website: http://csde.washington.edu/scurran/courses.html
*  ---------   *

Topics & Schedule
Week 1 (September 28th)

Introductions

Business:

Overview of the course

Signing up for applied projects/subgroups

Introduction of the Olympia project

Week 2 (October 5th)

Ruminations on Theory, Evidence and Practice in the Social Sciences

Abbott, Andrew. 2004.  Chapters I.  In Methods of Discovery: Heuristics for the Social Sciences.  New York: W.W. Norton & Company.

Becker, Howard.  1996. “The Epistemology of Qualitative Research.”  In Ethnography and Human Development.  

Creswell, John. 2003.  “Framework for Design.”  In Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative and Mixed Method Approaches.  SAGE
Goodwin, Jeff and Ruth Horowitz.  2002.  “Introduction: The Methodological Strengths and Dilemmas of Qualitative Sociology.”  Qualitative Sociology.  25(1):33-47.  
Lofland & Lofland. pp. iv-30.

Piore, Michael. 2006.  “Combining Qualitative and Quantitative Tools.”  In Perecman & Curran.

Small, Mario.  2005.  “Lost in Translation: How Not to Make Qualitative Research More Scientific.”  Princeton University.
Whyte, William Foote.  1943.  Street Corner Society.  *(On reserve in Odegaard)

An example of mixing qualitative & quantitative data for policy analysis: 

Moore et al. 2000.  “Saving and Asset-Accumulation Strategies Used by Low-Income Individuals.”  Center for Social Development, Washington University.  

Week 3 (October 12th)

Topic Choice, Entrée, Legitimacy, and Ethics

Abbott, Andrew.  2004.  Chapter II and III. In Methods of Discovery: Heuristics for the Social Sciences.  New York: W.W. Norton & Company.

Bartunek, Jean and Meryl Louis. 1996.  “Joint Research Relationships Between Outside Researchers and Setting Members.”  & “Conceptual Bases of Insider/Outsider Team Research.”  In Insider/Outsider Research.  SAGE.  

Bosk, Charles and Raymond G. De Vries.  2004. “Bureaucracies of Mass Deception: Institutional Review Boards and the Ethics of Ethnographic Research.”  Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science.  595: 249-93.

Emerson, Robert.  Pp113-151, Ch 6, Ch. 8, Ch.9, Ch. 10, Ch.11, Ch. 12

Creswell, John. 2003.  “Writing Strategies and Ethical Considerations.” In Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative and Mixed Method Approaches.  SAGE.

Curran, Sara.  2006.  “Research Ethics are Essential.”  In Perecman and Curran. 

Lofland and Lofland.  pp. 31-80.

Shea, Christopher.  2000.  “Don’t Talk to the Humans.”  Lingua Franca.  10(6).

Thorne, Barrie. 1980. “’You Still Takin’ Notes?’ Fieldwork and the Problems of Consent.”  Social Problems.  27(3):284-297.

Van Maanen, John. 1983.  “The Moral Fix.”  In Robert Emerson. Contemporary Field Research.  

Recommended
Humphries, Laud. 1975.  Tearoom Trade.  Aldine.  *(On reserve in Odegaard)

Assignment – First Draft of Proposed Topic 

Provide a 5-10 pages description of a topic you would like to address through qualitative research methods.  First provide a reason for your “gut” interest in this topic.  Why do you think it is important from your very own personal perspective?  How passionate about the topic are you?  Why are you passionate about it?  Then provide a brief list of the literature that addresses aspects of  the topic that particularly interest you. 

Week 4 (October 19th)  

Case Studies – Revisiting Evidence and Theory 

Charmaz, Kathy. 1983.  “The Grounded Theory Method: An Explication and Interpretation.”  In Robert Emerson, Contemporary Field Research.  (see also www.groundedtheory.com) 

Emerson, Robert.  Ch, 13, Ch. 15, Ch. 17, Ch. 18

Ragin, Charles and Howard Becker.  1992.  Chapters 7-10.  In What is a Case?  Exploring the Foundations of Social Inquiry.  New York: Cambridge University Press.

Ragin, Charles.  2000.  “Introduction” & “Diversity-Oriented Research: Between Complexity and Generality.”  In Fuzzy-Set Social Science.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Schrank, Andrew.  2006. “Case-Based Research.”  & “Essentials for the Case Study Method.”  In Perecman & Curran.

Watts, Michael.  “Essentials for Research Design.”  In Perecman & Curran.

Example of a case study for policy:

Mayfield, Jim and William Chance, Roxanne Lieb. 2002. “Higher Education Coordination in Washington State.”  

Assignment – Complete UW Online Human Subjects Certification & Provide Field Notes on the Experience
http://www.washington.edu/research/hsd/training.html
Week 5 (October 26th)

Description: Writing, Coding, Interpreting 

Emerson, Robert, Rachel Fretz, and Linda Shaw.  1995.  Writing Ethnographic Field Notes.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  Pp vii-141.

Fine, Gary Alan. 1999. Chapter 4.  In Kitchens: The Culture of Restaurant Work.  Berkeley, CA: University of California Press

Geertz, Clifford.  1973. “Thick Description.”  In the Interpretation of Cultures.”

Geertz, Clifford. “Deep Play.”

REQ. Lofland, Snow, Anderson & Lofland.  Chapter 5.

Emerson. Ch. 16

Week 6 (November 2nd)

In-depth Interviews

REQ. Lofland, Snow, Anderson & Lofland.  Chapter 6 & 7.

REQ. Fernandez-Kelly, Patricia.  2005. Making Sense of the Other: The Evolution of the Interview Method in Social Science. Center for Migration and

Development working paper, Princeton University.  
Shapiro, Thomas and Heather Beth Johnson.  “Assets, Race and Educational Choice.”  Working Paper 00-7, Center for Social Development, Washington University.  

Warner, Carol. 2002. “Qualitative Interviewing.”  In Jaber Gubrium and James Holstein (editors). Handbook of Interview Research.  SAGE.

Weiss, Robert.  1994. Learning from Strangers.  New York: Free Press. Pp. vii-150.

Assignment – Second Draft of Proposed Topic 

Revise your 3-5 pages on your topic to elaborate specifically upon how the topic has been studied in the past, the questions answered by previous research, and remaining puzzles.  Pick one puzzle that most interests you and provide a reason for why a qualitative methods approach should, or could productively, be used to find an answer to this puzzle.  

Week 7 (November 9th)

Archives

Vitalis, Robert.  “Archives.”  In Perecman and Curran.

Assignment – Notes from In-depth Interviews and one-page reflection on the approach (subset of students)

Week 8 (November 16th)

Focus Groups

Frey, James and Andrea Fontana. “The Group Interview in Social Research.” In Successful Focus Groups: Advancing the State of the Art.  Newbury Park: SAGE.
Morgan, David L. and Richard A. Krueger. 1993. “When to Use Focus Groups and Why.”  In Successful Focus Groups: Advancing the State of the Art.  Newbury Park: SAGE.

Short, Susan.  2006.  “Focus Groups.”  In Perecman and Curran.

Assignment – Notes from Archival work and one-page reflection on the approach (subset of students)

Week 9 (November 23rd)

NO CLASS

Week 10 (November 30th) 

Ethnography/Oral History, Interpretation, Participant Observation

Atkinson, Paul. 1988. “Ethnomethodology: A Critical Review.”  Annual Review of Sociology.  14. 441-65.

Buroway, Michael. 1991. Ethnography Unbound.  Berkeley: University of California Press.  Pp ix-28, 271-290.

Clayman, Steven and Ann Reisner.  1998.  “Gatekeeping in Action: Editorial Conferences and Assessments of Newsworthiness.”  American Sociological Review.  63:178-99.

Deegan, Mary Jo. 2001.  “The Chicago School of Ethnography.”  In Paul Atkinson et al., Handbook of Ethnography. 

Giles-Vernick, Tamara. 2006.  “Oral Histories as Methods and Sources.”  In Perecman and Curran.

Gottlieb, Alma. 2006. “Ethnography: Theory and Methods.”  In Perecman and Curran.

Harrell, Stevan.  2006.  “Essentials for Ethnography.”  In Perecman and Curran.

Patillo-McCoy, Mary and Rueben Buford. 2000. “Do You See What I See?  Examining a Collaborative Ethnography.”  Qualitative Inquiry.  6:1(65-87).

Assignment – Notes from Focus Groups and one-page reflection on the approach (subset of students)

Week 11 (December 7th)

Anticipating Stumbles, Pitfalls, and New Ideas

REQ. Schrank, Andrew.  2006.  “Bringing it All Back Home.”  In Perecman and Curran.

REQ. Lofland, Snow, Anderson & Lofland – Chapter 8.

Assignment – Notes from Oral Histories and one-page reflection on the approach (subset of students)

OR

Assignment – Notes from ethnography/participant observation and one-page reflection on approach (required of all students)

Proposals Due December 11th- 15th 

[Guidelines to be provided after the 2nd revision of plan of work]

Acknowledgements 
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· ------------------  *

Appendices
Online Resources

Software

Hyper Research - http://www.researchware.com/
Atlas TI

Nudist

Lists

http://kerlins.net/boobbi/research/qualresearch/
Recommended References & Some Classics (Depends on your future research directions)

Agar, Michael.  1980.  The Professional Stranger: An Informal Introduction to Ethnography.  New York: Academic Press.

Atkinson, Paul et al. 2001. Handbook of Ethnography.

Becker, Howard. 1997.  Tricks of the Trade
Buroway, Michael. 2000. Global Ethnography.  Berkeley: University of California Press.

Denzin, Norma and Yvonna Lincoln. 1998.  Collecting and Interpreting Qualitative Materials.
Fetterman, David. 1998. Ethnography.  

2000. The Handbook of Qualitative Research.  SAGE

SAGE has many practical books on various methodological approaches.

Hammersley, Martyn and Paul Atkinson. 1995. Ethnography.

Jessor, Richard, Ann Colby, and Richard Shweder. 1996.  Ethnography and Human Development.  

King, Keohane and Verba. 1994. Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific Inference in Qualitative Research. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Mahoney, James & Dietrich Rueschemeyer (editors).  Comparative Historical Analysis in the Social Sciences.  

Ragin, Charles.  2000. Fuzzy-Set Social Science. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Ragin, Charles. The Comparative Method.
Van Mannen, John.  Tales of the Field.

Spradley, James.  The Ethnographic Interview.  

Strauss & Corbin.  Basics of Qualitative Research Methods.

Yin, Robert. 2002.  Case Study Research: Design and Methods.  Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE.

Journals
Ethnography
� More attention will be paid to study design, case selection, field notes, coding, analysis, writing up results, and presenting finds in the subsequent qualitative methods courses that follow in this sequence.





